DISCIPLESHIP AND GURUSHIP
omnipotent and omniscient, just and righteous; but His
infinite power and wisdom is manifested in His beginningless
and endless process of self-diversification,—in His produc-
tion and sustenance of a plurality of finite individualised
spirits subject to transitory joys and sorrows and a
plurality of ever-changing material objects to which these
spirits are bound down almost without any hope of escape.
His supreme lordship over this world is maintained by His
creation and preservation, with wonderful skill and design,
of a thick veil of Ignorance, which conceals His essential
character from the view of the finite spirits and keeps them
under the agonising bondage of bewildering illusions y
sensuous desires and worldly attachments.
On the other hand, the Guru-aspect of the Divine
nature is manifested in the removal of this veil of ignorance
from the eyes of the finite self-conscious beings, in the
revelation of His own essential character to them, in their
emancipation from all bondage and sorrow and in the
astonishing contrivances to draw them towards Himself
and make them participate in His infinite knowledge and
beauty and love and bliss. As the Creator He is the cause
of the apparent alienation between Himself and His finite
self-manifestations, and as the Guru He is the cause of
the restoration of unity between Himself and them. On
account of the veil of ignorance the finite spirits fail to
realise that they are in truth individualised self-expressions
of the Divine and as such they eternally live and move
and have their being in Him and for Him, that He is the
true Self of themselves as well as of the objective
phenomenal universe, and hence they are essentially and
inalienably related to Him and have the inherent right to
be eternal participators of His blissful spiritual nature.
When by the grace of the Guru this veil is torn asunder
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